[A case of pineal pure germinoma metastasized to the lumbosacral extradural space 8 years after initial therapy. Case report and review of literature].
An 11-year-old boy first presented with a pineal tumor identified by neuroimaging but without positive serum or cerebrospinal fluid markers. The tumor disappeared after the craniotomy and following cranial irradiation. The pathologic diagnosis of the tumor was of a pure germinoma. Eight years later he returned to the hospital with spinal epidural metastasis from the pineal germinoma and required surgery. Intraoperative findings showed that the spinal tumor was solitarily located in the epidural space. Pathologically the tumor was a pure germinoma metastasis. He was treated by a combination of whole spinal irradiation and chemotherapy. The tumor disappeared after the therapy. A pineal germinoma occasionally disseminates through the ventricular system and spinal subarachnoid region. However, a solitary spinal epidural metastasis from pineal germinoma has rarely been reported. Regarding the route of this metastasis, we speculate that the CSF dissemination of the germinoma cells occurred first and some of those cells were trapped in the spinal nerve sleeve and extended into the epidural space.